Oxford and its Story

and so much was the rivalry of Stamford feared, that
all candidates for a degree were henceforth (till 1827)
required to swear that they would not give or attend
lectures there "as in a University."

It was on the occasion of this migration that the
members of Brasenose Hall, which adjoined S. Mary's
Entry, Salesbury Hall, Little University Hall and
Jussel's Tenement, carried with them, as a symbol
of their continuity, the famous Brazen Nose Knocker
to Stamford. There the little society settled; an
archway of the hall they occupied there still exists,
and now belongs to Brasenose College. The knocker
itself was brought back, in 1890 to a place of honour
in the college hall. For in the meantime the old
hall, after a career of over two hundred years, had
been converted into a college, founded by William
Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln, and Master Sotton, very
much as a protest against the new learning which was
then being encouraged at Corpus Christi. The con-
tinuity of the society is indicated by the fact that the^
first Principal of the college was the last Principal of
the old '* Aula Regia de Brasinnose." The foundation
stone was laid in 1509, as the inscription in the old
quadrangle, to which a storey was added in the time
of James L, records.

The Chapel, begun in 1656, is said to have been
designed by Sir Christopher Wren. The beautiful
fan tracery of the ceiling and the would-be Gothic
windows blend curiously with the new Italian style.
(Seepp. 348, 386).

They were a turbulent crew, these Oxonian for-
bears of ours. Dearly they loved a fight, and they
rose in rebellion against the masters when they were
bringing in new statutes for the preservation of the
peace. Several were slain on both sides. Nor was
it easy to punish the unruly students. Sometimes,